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LORDS COMMITTEES, 


g APPOINTED BY THE 


TO ENQUIRE INTO 


The ſeveral Proceedings in the Coleny ef -Massxcuvsrr's s 
Bay, in Oppoſition to the Sovereignty of His Majeſty, 
in His Parliament of Great Britain, over that Province; 25 
and alſo what hath paſſed in this Houſe relative thereto, 
from the Firſt Day of January, 1764. 
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Die Mercurit, 200 Aprilis, 1774. 


The Earl of Buckinghamſhire reported from the 
Lords Committees appointed to enquire into 
the ſeveral Proceedings in the Colony of Maſ- 
ſachuſet's Bay, in Oppoſition to the Sovereignty 
of His Majeſty, in His Parliament of Great 
Britain, over that Province, and alſo what hath 
paſſed in this Houle relative thereto, from the 
Firſt Day of January 1764, as follows. 


; HAT. in Obedience to your Lordſhips Commands, 

| | the Committee have met, and taken into Conſidera- 
tion the Matters to them referred; and having attentively 
read, and conſidered, the ſeveral Papers which have been 
laid before the Houſe, relative to the Proceedings in the 
Colony of Maſſachu/et's Bay, in Oppoſition to the Sovereignty 
of His Majeſty, in His Parliament of Great Britain, over 
that Province; and having alſo carefully inſpected the Jour- 
nals of the Houſe, from the Firſt Day of January 1764, to bar oil 
the preſent Time; they find, That, on the Second Day of 
April 1764, a Bull was brought up from the Commons to 
your Lordſhips, intituled, ** An Act for granting certain 
<© Duties in the Britiſb Colonies and Plantations in America, 
be for continuing, and amending, and making perpetual an 
Act paſſed in the Sixth Year of the Reign of His late Ma- 
jeſty King George the Second, (intituled, An Act for the 
better ſecuring and encouraging the Trade of His Ma- 
« jeſty's Sugar Colonies in America), for applying the Pro- 
'«* duce of ſuch Duties, and of the Duties to ariſe by virtue 


of the ſaid Act, towards defraying the Expences of de- 
fendipg, protecting, and ſecuring, the ſaid Colonies and 


« Plantations, 


April 4, & 5. 


Dic. 11, 1764. 
N. XI. 
Repreſentation of 
dhe Board of Trade, 

tO His Majeſty. 


. No XI. 

F+ tracts from the 
printed Votes of the 
Houte of Repreſen— 
fatives of the Colony 
of H lach ſet” s Bay, 
xt, 8 h, 12th, and 
x3th Tue, 1764. 


No XI. 
©tis's Book, from 
Page 57, to the End 
vi the buok. 
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Plantations, for explaining an Act made iu the Twenty- 
fifth Year of the Reign of King Charles the Second, in- 
« tituled, An Act for the Encouragement of the Greenland 
« and Eaftland Trades, and for the better ſecuring the 
Plantation Trade); and for altering and difallowing ſeveral 
«© Drawbacks on Exports from this Kingdom, and more et- 
4 fectually preventing the clandeſtine Conveyance of Goods 
to and from the ſaid Colonies and Plantations, and im- 
« .pfoving and ſecuring the Trade between the ſame and 
Great Britain. 


4 
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That this Bill paſſed the Houſe on the Fourth of April, 
and received the Royal Aſſent on the following Day. 


The Committee having peruſed the Report of the Board 
of Trade, of the Eleventh Day of December 1764, and the 
Papers laid before His Majeſty therewith; find, in the faid 
Papers, the ſtrongeſt Aſſertions, by the Aſſembly of the 
Maſſachuſet's Bay, of their ſole Right to paſs Laws, particu- 
larly of Taxation, and of their Reſolution to invite the other 
Colonies to combine with them ih Meaſures to prevent the 
King, in His Parliament, from paſſing any ſuch Laws; for 
inſtance, in a Letter to Mr. Mauduit, then Agent of the 
Province, which was drawn up by a Committee of the Houle 
of Repreſentatives, and afterwards approved by the Houſe, 
they uſe the following Expreſſions; The Silence of the 
« Province ſhould have been imputed to any Cauſe, even 
to Deſpair, rather than be conſtrued into a tacit Ceſſion of 
c their Rights, or an Acknowledgement of a Right in the 
Parliament of Great Britain, to impoſe Duties and Taxes 
« upon a People who are not reprefented in the Houſe of 
«© Commons.” And, in the fame Letter, they avowed and 
authenticated the Doctrines advanced in a certain Pamphlet, 
intituled, The Rights of the Britth Colonies aſſerted and proved, 
written by James Otis, Eſq; which Pamphlet, amongſt other 
Things, lays, ** That the Impoſition of Taxes, whether on 
Trade or on Land, on Houſes or Ships, on real or perſona], 
fixed or floating, Property, in the Colonies, is abſolutely ir- 


A 


reconcileable with the Rights of the Coloniſts, as Britiſb Sub- 
jects, and as Men.” | 


journals. 46.28. The Committce find, that on the Twenty-eighth Day of 


February 1765, a Bill was brought from the Commons, in- 


utuled, * An Act for granting and applying Stamp Duties, 


and other Duties, in the Britiſb Colonies and Plantations 
« in America, towards further defraying the Expences of 
defending, protecting, and ſecuring the ſame; and for 
amending ſuch Parts of the ſeveral Acts of Parliament re- 
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* Jating to the Trade and Revenues of the ſaid Colonies and 


© Plantations, as direct the Manner of determining and re- 
« covering the Penalties and Forfeitures therein mentioned.” 


That the ſaid Bill received the Royal Aſſent on the 22d 
of the ſame Month. 5 


That, on the 17th Day of December, His Majeſty declared, Danler ig. 
in His moſt gracious Speech from the Throne, that the Mat- 
ters of Importance which had lately occured in ſome of His 
Colonies in America were the principal Cauſe of His Ma- 
jeſty's aſſembling His Parliament ſooner than was uſual in 
Times of Peace. 


* 


No, XVII. 


Houſe of Repreſentatives of the Colony of Maſſachuſet's Bay, 9 Repreſentatives, 
of the 6th of June 1765, That they came to a Reſolution, © 
that it was highly expedient there ſhould be a Meeting as 
ſoon as might be of Committees from the Houſes of Re- 
preſentatives, or Burgeſſes, in the ſeveral Colonies on the 
American Continent, to conſult on their then preſent Circum- 
ſtances, and the Difficulties to which they were reduced by . 

the Operation of the late Acts of Parliament, for levying 
Duties on the Colonies; and to conſider of a General Ad- 
dreſs to His Majeſty and the Parliament, to implore Relief: 
And that Letters ſhould be forthwith prepared and tranſ- 
mitted to the reſpective Speakers of the ſeveral Aſſemblies, 


to invite them to accede to this Propoſition; and further, 


that, on the 8th of June, they did actually elect Three Per- 1a, fue s, and 2 


ſons to be their Committees, and alſo voted 450 J. to bear . 
their Expences. 5 


No. XXI. 


Your Committee find, in a Letter from the Governor to Governor Bernar#'s. 
the Lords Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations, dated L. 44% 15, 


1765, to the 


Auguſt 15th, 1765, an Account of a violent Riot at Bo#on, Commiſſioners for 
in Reſiſtance to a Law paſſed by the Legiſlature of Great tions. = 
Britain, in which an Attack was made upon Mr, Oliver, 
Diſtributor of Stamps, and carried to the Length of 

pulling down and deſtroying his Houſes, manifeſting a Re- 

ſolution if they could have found him, of putting him to 
Death. Upon which Occaſion the Backwardneſs and Indiſ- 

poſition, of the Council to ſupport the Peace and good Order 

of Goverment were very apparent. Alſo, in another Letter . ux. 
from the Governor, dated Auguſt 3ift, 1765, to: the Do. 4% 3. - 
ſaid Board of Trade, they find that the Mob attacked the H, J chello. 
Houſe of Mr. Storey, Regiſter of the Admiralty, which f Trade. 
they demoliſhed; they alſo took all his Books and Papers, | 
Eons. | amongſt 


It appears to the Committee, from the Votes of the vous er the Hovt 
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amongſt which were the Records of the Court of Admiralty, 
and burnt them, and ſearched about for him, with an Intent 
to murder him; they alſo pillaged the Houte of Mr. Hallo- 
well, Comptroller of the Cuſtoms, but their moſt violent 
Proceeding was againſt the Lieutenant Governor, whoſe 
Houſe, Plate, Books, and Manuſcripts, to a very great 
Value, they totally deſtroyed. And, in this great Extremity, 
the Council being, as the Governor obſerves, dependent upon 
the People, refuſed even to concur with him in his Propo- 
ſition 4 giving Notice to General Gage of the then Situ- 
ation of the Town of Boſton. 


N., XXXIV. It is remarkable that this Commotion entirely aroſe out 
Governor Land Z. of the Town of Boſton ; for though it was given out, that 
ifax, Cee, den, many People out of the Country were concerned in this 

$25 2” Affair, upon Enquiry, it was found that ſuch Perſons living 
out of Boſton, as were ſeen in the Crowd, were there merely 


as Spectators. 


N.. LXVIII. In Governor Bernard's Letter to the Board of Trade, 


Governor Bernard's 


Letter to the Board October the Twelfth 1765, he ſays That the real Autho- 
8 02.12, ce rity of the Government is at an End; ſome of the princi- 

e pal Ringleaders, in the late Riots, walk the Streets with 
Impunity; no Officers dare attack them, no Attorney 
General proſecute them, no Witneſs appear againſt them, 


and no Judges ſit upon them.“ 


* 
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N.. LXXVI. And during this general Diſorder, the Governor thought 


Governor Bernard's +» 


Letter to Mir,Con- it neceſſary for ſome Companies of the Militia to be muſtered 
19,9900,99%25: with the unanimous Advice of the Council, but that the 


Militia refuſed to obey his Orders. 


© NL&X. And We find, that ſo little Attention was paid to an Act 

from Governor of the Briziſh Legiſlature, by the Council and Houle of Re- 

Prwnal, Eſquire, preſentatives, that they reſolved in a joint Committee, on 

26 176% „the Twenty-fifth of Ofober 1765, that it ſhould and might 

6 N*LXXIV. be lawful to do Buſineſs without Stamps, notwithſtanding 
eſolutions of the 


Council, and Houſe the Act of Parliament to the Contrary. 
of Repreſentatives, 


Ott. 25, 1765. 0 5 
„ the Fourteenth Day of January 1765, upon the Meeting 
n+ 27* of the Parliament, after the Receſs at Chri/mas, His Majeſty 
was pleaſed to declare Himſelf in a moſt Gracious Speecn 


from the Throne, in the following Terms : 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
When I met you laſt, I acquainted you, that Matters 
« of Importance had happened in America, which would 
demand the moſt ſerious Attention of Parliament: | 
3 ee 
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„ That no Information, which could ſerve to direct your 
Peliberations in ſo intereſting a Concern might be want- 
* ing, I have ordered all the Papers that give any Light 
into the Origin, the Progreſs, or the Tendency, of the 
© Diſturbances, which have of late prevailed in ſome of the 
e Northern Colonies, to be immediately laid before you. 


« No Time has been loſt; on the Firſt Advice of theſe 
«© Diſturbances, to iſſue Orders to the Governors of My 
& Provinces, and to the Commanders of My Forces, in Ame- 
&© rica, for the Exertion of ail the Powers of Government, 
in the Suppreſſion of Riots and Tumults, and in the ef- 
e fectual Support of lawtul Authority. 8 


« Whatever remains to be done on this Occaſion, I 


„commit to your Wiſdom; not doubting but your Zeal 


c 


* 


for the Honour of My Crown, your Attention to the 
juſt Rights and Authority of the Britiſb Legiſlature, 
« and your Affection and Concern for the Welfare and 
« Proſperity of all My People, will guide you to ſuch 
ſound and prudent Reſolutions, as may tend at once to 
<« preſerve thoſe Conſtitutional Rights over the Colonies, 
and to reſtore to them that Harmony and Tranquility 
« which have lately been interrupted by Riots and 
«© Diſorders of the moſt dangerous Nature.” 


c 


0 


** 


In the dutiful Addreſs which was voted the ſame Day, 
the Houſe aſſure His Majeſty of their hearty Concurrence 
with His Majeſty's moſt ſalutary Intentions; that they would 
exert their utmoſt Endeavours to aſſert and ſupport 
His Majeſty's Dignity and Honour, and the Legiſlative 
Authority of this Kingdom, over its Colonies; and that 
they would take into their Conſideration the moſt proper 
Methods to provide for the Reſtoration of the Tranquillity 
of thoſe Colonies, which had been diſturbed by ſuch vio- 
lent and dangerous Commotions. 


Upon the ſame Day, all the Papers relating to the Infor- journals, 1566. 


mations and Advices received from America, of the Riots 
and Tumults there, were laid betore the Houle. 


More Papers relating to America were laid before the 
Houſe, which, together with the other Papers, were re- 
ferred to a Committee of the whole Houle, for Tue/day 
the 28". OY 


More Papers were laid before the Houſe, and referred to 
the 1a:d Committee. 
B The 


January 22. 


—. 


Fanuary 28. 
| . 


| Fehr uary 19. 


II, 


III. 


IV. 


G66 


The Committee met, and, after ſeveral Adjournments, 


on the 10" of February following, the Chairman reported 
ſeveral Reſolutions, which were agreed to by the Houle, 
as follows: 


Reſolved, That the King's Majeſty, by and with the Ad- 


vice and Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 


Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aſſembled, had, 
hath, and of Right ought to have, full Power and Autho- 


rity to make Laws and Statutes, of ſufficient Force and Va- 


lidity to bind the Colonies and People of America, Subjects 


of the Crown of Great Britain, in all Caſes whatſoever. 


Re/olved, That it appears to this Committee, that Tu- 


mults and Inſurrections, of the moſt dangerous Nature, have 
been raiſed and carried on in ſeveral of the Mort American 


Colonies, in open Defiance of the Power and Dignity of 


His Majefty's Government, and in manifeſt Violation of the 
Laws and Legiſlative Authority of this Kingdom. 


Reſolved, That it appears to this Committee, that the 
ſaid Tumults and Inſurrections hat been encouraged and 
enflamed, by ſundry Votes and Reſolutions, paſſed in ſe- 
veral of the Aſſemblies of the ſaid Provinces, derogatory to 
the Honour of His Majeſty's Government, and deſtructive of 
the legal and conſtitutional Dependency of the ſaid Colonies 


on the Imperial Crown and Parliament of Great Britain. 


| Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Committee, 
that an humble Addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, to de- 
ſire that His Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to give In- 


ſtructions to the Governors of the ſeveral Provinces, where 
the above-mentioned Tumults and Inſurrections have hap- 
pened, That they ſhould, in His Majeſty's Name, require 
of the Aſſemblies of the ſaid Provinces, to make proper 
Recompence to thoſe who have ſuffered in their Perſons or 


Properties, in conſequence of the aforeſaid Tumults and In- 
ſurrections; and to aſſure His Majeſty, That this Houſe will, 
upon this, and all Occaſions, ſupport the lawful Authority 


of His Crown, and the Rights of Parliament. 


Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That 
all His Majeſty's Subjects reſiding in the ſaid Colonies, who 
have manifeſted their Deſire to comply with, or to aſſiſt in, 
carrying into Execution the Act for laying a Duty on Stamps, 
or any other Act of Parliament in the Britiſb Colonies in 
Worth America, have acted as dutiful and loyal Subjects, 

and 
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and are therefore intitled to, and will aſſuredly have, the 
Favour and Protection of this Houſe. 


Ordered, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to His 
Majeſty, purſuant to the Fourth Reſolution. 


On the 5" of March a Bill was brought from the Com- 14s ;. 


mons, intituled, An Act for the better ſecuring the De- 


« pendency of His Majeſty's Dominions in America upon 
« the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain.” 


Which Bill received the Royal Aſſent on the 18" of the 
ſame Month. 


And alſo a Bill, intituled, An Act to repeal an Act, 
« made in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, intituled, An Act 
for granting and applying certain Stamp Duties and other 
„ Duttes in the Britiſb Colonies and Plantations in America, 
* towards further defraying the Expences of defending, 
* protecting, and ſecuring the ſame; and for amending 
* fſuch Parts of the ſeveral Acts of Parliament, relating to 
the Trade and Revenues of the ſaid Colonies and Plan- 
5 tations, as direct the Manner of determining and recover- 
< ing the Penalties and Forfeitures therein mentioned.“ 


KR 


* 


Which Bill received the Royal Aſſent on the 18" of March. Mun 18, 


Whilſt the Bill for repealing the Stamp Act was under De- 
liberation, Petitions from the Merchants of the City of Bri/- 
zol, from the Merchants of Glaſgow, from Edward Montague 
Agent for the Colony of Virginia, and from the Merchants 


of the City of London, in favour of the faid Repeal, were 
reccived and read. 


On the 2* of June a Bill was brought from the Commons, e 2. " 
intituled, “ An Act for indemnifying Perſons who have 
incurred certain Penalties inflicted by an Act of the laſt 
«© Setlion of Parliament, for granting certain Stamp Duties 
in the Bri:iſh Colonies and Plantations in America; and 
for making valid all Inſtruments executed or inrolled there 
on unſtamped Paper, Vellum, or Parchment.“ 


* 


o 


Lag 


Which Bill received the Royal Aſſent the 6" of the ſame 
Month. 


| | N. CXV. 
It appears by a Letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl Fam Gelder e 


of Shelburne, dated December the 24, 1766, that the Gover- Zernardto' the Ear | 


nor, by Advice of the Council, ordered the Mutiny Act and By, Dec. 24, 
: | 


three 1766, 


Journals. 
13. 1767. 


April 3. 


Ay 14, 


May 15, 


Ba 
three other Acts, to be printed by the Printer of the Laws. 
In the Interval of the Adjournment of Ailembly, two Com- 
panies of Artillery being driven on Shore by Diſtreſs of 
Weather, and the ſaid Act of Parliament having been con- 
ſulted, the Council adviſed the Governor to order the Com- 
miſſary to ſupply them with what they demanded under the 
Act; which was done. Upon the Meeting of the Aſſembly, 
a Mellage was ſent to the Council, and carried by Five 
Members, to-c::quire, “ By what Authority Acts of Parlia- 
«© ment were regiſtered amongſt the Laws of that Province; 
„and whether they knew of any Act (meaning of Aſ- 
« {embly) requiring the regiſtering of Ordinances, (their 


A 
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« yer conlented to?” 


Mah The Committee find, That, on the Twelfth of March 
1767, the Lord Yycombe, by His Majeſty's Command, laid 
before the Hquſe Copies of Letters, &c. from His Majeſty's 


Governors in America, which were ordered to lie on the 
Table. | 


That, on the Third of April, more Copies of Letters from 
His Majeſty's Governors in America were laid before the 
Houſe, and ordered to lie on the Table. 


That, on the Fourteenth of May, it was ordered, that an 
humble Addreſs ſhould be preſented to His Majeſty, That he 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to give Directions that there 
might be laid before this Houſe Copies of all Reports made 
to or by the Commiſſioners of Trade and Plantations, to- 
gether with all Orders and Proceedings made, or had, by 
the Secretaries of State, or His Majeſty's Privy Council, re- 
lating to the Bill paſſed by the Governor, Council, and Aſ- 
ſembly of the Maſſachuſet's Bay, for granting Compenſation 


to the Sufferers, and of free and general Pardon, Indemnity, 


and Oblivion, to the Offenders, in the late Times, from the 
Time of the Receipt of the ſaid Bill. | 


That, on the Eighteenth Day of May, purſuant to the ſaid 
Addreſs, the Lord Z/ycombe laid before the Houle a Copy of 
the Report of the Committee of Council, Sc.; which Pa- 
pers were ordered to he on the Table. 


That, on the ſame Day, it was ordered, that an humble 
Addreſs thould be preſented to His Majeſty, That He would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to give Directions that there might 
be laid before this Houſe Copies of ſuch Precedents as had 
been, or might be found, of Orders in Council, declaring 
Acts of Aſſembly in America to be null, illegal, or void; 


5 together 


Term for Acts of Parliament), which their Legiſlature ne- 
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together with Reports of the ſeveral Attornies and Solicitors 
General, or either of them, in ſimilar Caſes, read at the 
Council Board the gth Inſtant. 


That, on the Twenty-ſecond of May, the Lord Fycombe, My 25. 
by His Majeſty's Command, laid before the Houſe Copies 
of ſuch Precedents as had been found of Orders in Council, 
declaring Acts of Aſſemblies in America to be null, illegal, 
and void; together with Reports of the ſeveral Attornies 
and Solicitors General, or either of them, in ſimilar Caſes. 
Which Papers were ordered to lie on the Table; and, 
from a Perufal of them, we find, that ſeveral Acts of differ- 
ent Colonies have been, from Time to Time, declared, by 
His Majeſty in Council, to be null, illegal, and void. 


That, on the Fifteenth of June, a Bill was brought up from 7e ;;. 
the Commons, intituled, “ An Act to enable His Majeſty 
to put the Cuſtoms and other Duties, in the Britiſb Do- 
minions in America, and the Execution of the Laws relating 
to Trade there, under the Management of Commiſſioners to 


be appointed for that Purpoſe, and to be reſident in the ſaid 
Domin:ons.” 


Which Bill received the Royal Aſſent on the Twenty- 
ninth of the ſame Month. 


That, on the Eighteenth of June, a Bill was brought up 
from the Commons, intituled, An Act for granting certain 
Duties in the Britiſp Colonies and Plantations in America; for 
allowing a Drawback of the Duties of Cuſtoms upon- the 
Exportation, from this Kingdom, of Coffee and Cocoa Nuts, 
of the Produce of the ſaid Colonies, or Plantations ; for 
diſcontinuing the Drawbacks payable on China Earthen 
Ware exported to America; and for more effectually pre- 

venting the Clandeſtine running of Goods in the ſaid Colo- 
nies and Plantations.” 


— —ñ 12. 


Which Bill received the Royal Aſſent, on the Twenty | — 
ninth of Fuze. 8 85 
N.. CXVII. 


The Committee find, That, on the Meeting of the Aſ- Meſage from the 
ſembly of the Province of Maſſachuſet's Bay, on the 28th of tatives to Governor 
January 1767, a Meſſage was ſent to the Governor, from a private Letter to 


the Houſe of Repreſentatives, deſiring to be informed, %%%, Eb. 14, and 
whether any Proviſion had been made, at the Expence of . 1757... 
that Government, for the King's Troops, lately arrived in 

the Harbour of Botox; and that, after having had the Mi- 

nutes of Council (by which it expreſsly appeared that 

the Proviſton for the Artillery Companies at the Caſtle ws 
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1 
made in purſuance of the then late Act of Parliament) laid 
before them, they replied that“ in giving Orders, with the 
« Advice of the Council, for making Proviſion for the Ar- 
e tillery Companies at the Caſtle, the Governor had acted 
“ in an eflential Point againſt the plain Intention of the 
% Charter, by which alone, and that only, according to 
« ſuch Acts as are, or may be, in force within this Pro- 
| « yince, the Governor and Council were authoriſed to 
&« iſſue Money out of the Treaſury;” adding, “that it was 
| e ſtill more grievous to them to find the Governor ſtating, 
| gas the Foundation of the Proceeding, a late Act of Par- 
„ Hament, which to them appeared as great a Grievance as 
the Stamp Act, which took away the unalienable ivight 
© of Freedom from all Taxation, but ſuch as they ſhould 
voluntarily conſent to, and grant.” 


| 
: 
ö 
1 
1 
1 


N. CXVI. Governor Bernard was obliged, in his Rejoinder, Four- 
Extract of a Letter 


from Governor Ber- tecnth and Eighteenth February 1767, carefully to avoid 

1 | — * ov giving the Act of Parliament as the Foundation of the Provi- 

| and 18th Feb. 1767. ſion made; he would otherwiſe not have had the Concurrence 

| of the Council ; for tho' the greater Part, he believed, had a 

| due Reſpect for Acts of Parliament, not one of them would 
| have dared to avow it, in that Inſtance, and at that Time. 

Journals. March, The Committee find, that, on the Second of March, 1768, 

— a Bill was brought up from the Commons, intituled An Act 

« for the more eaſy and effectual Recovery of the Penalties 

and Forfeitures inflicted by the Acts of Parliament relat- 

ing to the Trade, or Revenues, of the Britiſb Colonies and 


&« Plantations in America.” 


Which Bill received the Royal Aſſent on the Eighth of 
the ſame Month. 


N.. CXXXT, and Tt appears to the Committee, that, by a Circular Letter 


Circular Letter con- from the Houſe of Repreſentatives of the Colony of Maſſa- 
tained in Governor | 


[he chi“ * Bernart's, to, kerd Chuſet's Bay, addreſſed to all the Aſſemblies upon the Conti- 
10, Kab. St. nent of North America, © They deſired the Aſſent of thoſe 
« Aſſemblies to their Sentiments and Proceedings, acquaint- 
ing them that they had repreſented to His Majeſty, that 
© the Acts of Parliament of Great Britain, impoſing Duties 
upon that Province, with the ſole and expreſs Purpoſe of 
6 raiſing a Revenue, are Infringemcnts of their natural 
“ Conſtitutional Rights, and deſired them to point cut any 

N.. CCOXVII. “Thing further that might be neceſſary to carry their 


Governor Bernard - . 
Letter to Lords of *© Oyſtem into Execution.” 


r re 
/{ Call V, an etters t . . . 
jd Shelburne. * In this Year, the Aſſembly, at the Election of the Council, 


N. CCCXX1. 
Ge, left out all the Crown Officers, which Mcaſure had been 


32,5947, & betore adopted in the Years 1766, and 176). 


— 


In 


1 
In the Beginning of May, 1768, Subſcriptions were made, 8 K Fre 
and Aſſociations entered into, for the Non-1mportation of Letter of 2:it, Aar. 
5 to the Earl of Shel- 
Goods from Great Britain ; but this laſt Meaſure was, at er 
that Time, defeated, by the Merchants in the other Colonies © | 


refuſing to concur in it. 


On the gth Day of May, 1768, regular Seizure was: ein 
made by the Collector and Comptroller of the Cuſtoms of Copy of a Memorial 
the Sloop Liberty, belonging to Mr. Hancock of the Town of % wn Conners 


of the Cuſtoms, to 


Boſton, which occaſioned a moſt violent Tumult; the Collec- 7,199 & the 
tor and Comptroller, with the Son of the Collector, were at- % 16, 1768. 
tacked by a numerous and outrageous Mob, who beat ang 
abuſed them in a moſt crue] Manner; and in the Night at- 

tacked their Houſes, broke the Windows, ſeized on a Boat 

belonging to the Collector, which they carried away in Tri- 

umph, and afterwards burnt : The Commiſſioners of the 

Cuſtoms expecting the ſame Treatment, the Riot ſtill con- 

tinuing, thought it prudent to retreat for Safety till Mid- 

night, with their Families, to the Houſes of ſome Perſons in 

the Neighbourhood, and afterwards, upon Conviction that 

their Lives were in Danger, took Refuge on Board His Ma- 

jeſty's Ship the Romney, then in the Harbour of Boon; and, 

for their further Security, from thence into Caftle Mil- 

liam. During the Time of this their perilous Situation, they 

applied ſeveral Times by Letter to the Governor and Coun- 

cil, for Protection, but could procure no Aſſiſtance whatſo- 

ever, and were finally told, in a Letter from Governor Ber- 

ard, dated the 13th of June, That, after ſeveral Hours 
Deliberation of the Neceſſity of taking ſome Meaſures to 

preſerve the Peace of the Town, and what thoſe Meaſures 

ſhould be, the Council had come to a Reſolution, That, as 

there appeared to be no immediate Danger of further Vio- 

lences, they were of Opinion that it would be beſt to refer 

this Matter to the Conſideration of a Committee of both 

Houſes, and that therefore the Governor at preſent could 

not let them know what kind of Aid and Protection they 

might expect to receive. The Conſequence of which was, 

that they received no Protection whatſoever. The Diſorder N. cory 
and Confuſion remained in this State unnoticed till the Journals * 4 
Twenty-ſecond of July, when the Governor moved the 2, 76. ? 


Council to take into Conſideration ſome Meaſures for reſtor- 


ing Vigour and Firmneſs to Government, but, on the Twenty 
ninth of July, the Council made a Reply to what had been 
propoled to them by the Governor, in which they ſtate, 
That the Diſorders, which happened, were occaſioned by 


il the violent and his CA aA Manner, in which the Sloop 
Liberty had been ſeized by the Officers of the Cuſtoms.” 


In 
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In conſequence of this diſorderly State at Boſton, two 
Regiments having been ſent thither from Hallifax, in order 


to ſupport the Execution of the Civil Power, and preſerve 
the Peace of the Town, ſtrict Orders were given and re- 
peated to the Troops not to quarrel with the Townſmen, 


by whom, they complained, they had been frequently ill- 


treated, and inſulted. 


On Monday the 5th of March, 1768, at Nine at Night, the 
Alarm Bells were rung as in Caſes of Fire, the Fire ſaid to 
be in Xing Street, and the People thereby led thither; 
Where, finding the Alarm falſe, they joined a Multitude, 


who had been braving Two Companies at the Gates of 


their Barrack, and threatened with Death the Centinel, who 
was poſted at the Cuſtom Houſe, where the King's Treaſure 
was lodged ; the Centinel, being ſurrounded, was forced to 
retreat, and call for Aid, which brought Captain Pref/or, 


Captain of the Day, with a Party, from the Main Guard, to 


extricate him: That Officer uſed his utmoſt Endeavours to 
prevent Miſchief, notwithſtanding which, the Rioters by 
Blows, and every Act of Aggravation, drew upon them- 


ſclves the Fire of ſeveral of the Soldiers, by which fome. 


Perſons unfortunately were killed; and, upon the Governor's 
offering to obtain the Commanding Officer's Conſent to re- 
move one of the Regiments to the Caſtle, and to ſtation the 
other, ſo as no Opportunity of Diſputes with the Townſmen 
ſhould remain; the Council inſiſted, that both Regiments 
ſhould go, giving for a Reaſon, that the People would moſt 
certainly drive out the Troops, and that the Inhabitants of 
other Towns would join with Bofton in it; and ſeveral of 
them declared, that they did not judge from the general 
Temper of the People only, but they knew it to be the De- 
termination, not of a Mob, but of the Generality of the 
principal Inhabitants ; in conſequence of which, both Regi- 
ments were accordingly removed. 


In the Petition preſented to the Governor by ſeveral Peo- 
ple of Conſideration, in purſuance of the Refolution of a 
Town Meeting held at that Time, they difavow the Le- 
giſlative Authority of this Country, and aſſert that it would 


be better for them to ſtruggle againſt it, than tamely to re- 
linquiſh their Rights. 


And the Aſſembly abſolutely refuſed, by a great Ma- 


jority, to reſcind their former Order of fending circular 


Letters to the other Colonies, though they had received a 


poſitive Requiſition from the Crown to that Purpoſe. 


8 An 
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An Aſſociation was entered into the Beginning of Auguſt, 
when moſt of the Merchants of Boſton entered into, and ſub- 
ſcribed, an Agreement, that they would not ſend for, or 
import, any Kind of Goods or Merchandiſe, from Great Bri- 
tain, ſome few Articles of Neceſſity excepted, from the Firſt 
of January, 1769, to the Firſt of January, 1770; and that 
they would not import any Tea, Paper, Glaſs, or Painter's 


Colours, until the Act impoſing Duties on thoſe Articles 
ſhould be repealed. 


It was alſo voted, in a Town Meeting of the Freeholders 
and other Inhabitants of Boon, September 12, that the le- 
vying Money within that Province, for the Uſe and Service 
of the Crown, in other Manner than the ſame is granted 
by the great and general Court ef Aſſembly of the Province, 
was in Violation of the ſaid Royal Charter, and the ſame 
was alſo in Violation of the undoubted natural Rights of 
Subjects, declared in the aforeſaid Act of Parliament, (mean- 
ing the Act of Succeſſion) freely to give and grant their own 
Money for the Service of the Crown, with their own Con- 
ſent, in Perſon, or by Repreſentatives of their own free 


Election. 


They alſo voted, that as the Governor did not think pro- 
per to call a General Court, for the Redreſs of their (ſuppoſed) 
Grievances, the Town ſhould then make Choice of a ſuit- 
able Number of Perſons to act for them, as a Committee in 
Convention, with ſuch as might be ſent to join them from 
the ſeveral Towns in that Province, in order that ſuch Mea- 
{ures might be conſulted and adviſed, as His Majeſty's Ser- 
vice, and the Peace and Safety of His Subjects in the Pro- 
vince, might require. 


They alſo voted, That as there was, at that Time, a pre- 


vailing Apprehenſion in the Minds of many of an Approach- 


ing War with France, in order that the Inhabitants of that 


Town might be prepared in caſe of ſudden Danger, that 
thoſe of the ſaid Inhabitants who might, at that Time, be 
unprovided, ſhould be, and thereby were, requeſted duly 
to obſerve at that Time the Law of the Province, whereby 
it is required that every liſted Soldier, and other Houſeholder, 
(except Troopers, who by Law are otherwiſe to be provided) 
thall be always provided with a well-fixed Firelock, Muſket, 
Accoutrement, and Ammunition, as in the ſaid Law is par- 
ticularly mentioned, to the Satisfaction of the Commiſſion 
Officers of the Company. 


D he 
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They alſo voted, That a Letter ſhould be written to the ſe- 
veral Towns in the Province, as follows. | 
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| Þ 
“Gentlemen, 


«© YOU are already too well acquainted with the melan- 
choly, and very alarming Circumſtances, to which this 
Province, as well as America in general, is now reduced; 
Taxes, equally detrimental to the commercial Intereſt of 
the Parent Country and her Colonies, are impoſed on the 
People without their Conſent; Taxes, deſigned for the 
Support of the Civil Government in the Colonies, in a 
Manner clearly unconſtitutional, and contrary to that, in 
which, till of late, Government has been ſupported by 
the free Gift of the People in the American Aſſemblies or 
Parliaments, as alſo for the Maintenance of a large ſtand- 
ing Army, not for the Defence of the newly acquired Ter- 
ritories, but for the old Colonies, and in Time of Peace. 
The decent, humble, and truly loyal Applications and 
Petitions from the Repreſentatives of this Province, for 
the Redreſs of theſe heavy and very threatening Griev- 
ances, have hitherto betn ineffectual; being aſſured, from 
authentic Intelligence, that they have not yet reached 


the Royal Ear; the only Effect of tranſmitting Applica- 


tions, hitherto perceivable, has been a Mandate, from One 
of His Majeity's Secretarics of State to the Governor of 
this Province, to diflolve the General Aſſembly, merely 
becauſe the late Houſe of Repreſentatives refuſed to re- 
ſcind a Reſolution of a former Houſe, which implied no- 
thing more than a Right in the American Subjects to unite 


in humble and dutiful Petitions to their gracious Sovereign, 


when they found themſelves aggrieved : This is a Right 
naturally inherent in every Man, and expreſsly recogntz. 
ed at the glorious Revolution as the Birthright of an En- 
gliſhman. | 4 
<*© This Diſſolution, you are ſenſible, has taken Place zi, the 
Governor has publickly and repeatedly declared, that he 
cannot call another Aſſembly; and the Secretary of State 
tor the American Department, in One of his Letters com- 
municated to the Houſe, has been pleaſed to ſay, “ That 
proper Care will be taken for the Support of the Dignity 
of Government ;” the Meaning of which 1s too plain to be 
miſunderſtood. | 
* "the Concern and Perplexity into which thete Things 
have thrown the People have been greatly aggravated by 
a late Declaration of his Excellency Governor Bernar/, 
that One or more Regiments 'may be expected in this 
Province. 


4 The 


5 


= «© The Deſign of thele Troops is, in every One's Appre- 
| g henſion, nothing ſhort of enforcing, by Military Power, 
'. 3 © the Execution of Acts of Parliament, in the forming of 

which the Colonies have not, and can not have, any conſti- 
D | „ tutional Influence. This is one of the greateſt Diſtreſſes 


s, to which a free People can be reduced. 

1 The Town, which we have the Honour to ſerve, have 

f 2} © taken theſe Things, at their late Meeting, into their moſt 

e | * ſerious Conſideration; and, as there is in the Minds of 

ec | © many, a prevailing Apprehenſion of an approaching War 

a © with France, they have paſſed the ſeveral Votes which we 

n ( tran{mit to you, deſiring that they may be immediately 

y « laid before the Town, whole Prudentials are in your Care, 

„ Vat a legal Mceting, for their candid and particular At- 

„„ eden. : ; 

3 Peprived of the Councils of a General Aſſembly in this 

e. © dark and difficult Seaſon, the loyal People of this Pro- 

4 | © vince will, we are perſuaded, immediately, perceive the 

r © Propriety and Utility of the propoſed Committee of Con- 

_ Vv vention, and the ſound and wholeſome Advice that may 

mn b be expected from a Number of Gentlemen, choſen by 

0 «© themſelves, and in whom they may repoſe the greateſt 

. © Confidence, muſt tend to the real Service of our moſt 

ie | * gracious Sovereign, and the Welfare of His Subjects in 

of this Province, and may happily prevent any ſudden and 

5 “ unconnected Meaſures, which, in their preſent Anxiety, 

— and even Agony of Mind, they may be in danger of falling | 
So Re Es ; 

te Þ „And it is of Importance that the Convention ſhould 

nm, | meet as ſoon as may be; ſo carly a Dey as the Twenty- 

ht „ ſecond of this inſtant September, has been propoſed for __> 
E, that Purpoſe; -- and it is hoped the remoteſt will, by that 


„ Time, or as ſoon after as conveniently may be, return 


their reſpective Committees. 


ge | {© Not doubting but you are equally concerned with us 
le * and our Fellow Citizens, for the Preſervation of our inva- 
te © luable Rights, and for the general Happineſs of our Coun- 
a | < try, and that you are diſpoſed, with equal Ardour, to 
at © <ert yourſelves, in every conſtitutional Way, for ſo glo- 
ty * ri0us a Purpoſe. 

* The Committee obſerve, That it does not appear to them 
= that any Steps were taken to ſuppreſs theſe Meaſures, or that 
55 they were noticed of, by the Council, or any of the Civil Ma- 
7 giltrates. 
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The Committee think it neceſſary here to inſert the fol- | 


lowing Extracts. 


The Firſt Extra& is from His Majeſty's moſt Gracious | 


Speech from the Throne, on the Eighth Day of WVovember, 
1768. 
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% At the Cloſe of the laſt Parliament, I exprefſed My 
Satisfaction at the Appearances which then induced Me 
to believe, that ſuch of My Subjects as had been miſled 
in ſome Parts of My Dominions, were returning to a juſt 
Senſe of their Duty; but it is with equal Concern, that 
I have ſince ſeen that Spirit of Faction, which Ihad hoped 
was well-nigh extinguiſhed, breaking out afreſh in ſome 
of My Colonies in North America, and in one of them 
proceeding even to Acts of Violence, and of Reſiſtance to 
the Execution of the Law; the Capital Town of which 
Colony appears, by late Advices, to be in a State of 
Diſobedience to all Law and Government, and has pro- 
ceeded to Meaſures ſubverſive of the Conſtitution, and 
attended with Circumſtances, that manifeſt a Diſpoſition 
to throw off their Dependence on Great Britain. On My 
Part, I have purſued every Meaſure that appeared to be 
neceſſary for ſupporting the Conſtitution, and inducing a 
due Obedience to the Authority of the Legiſlature ; you 
may rely upon my ſteady Perſeverance in theſe Purpoſes, 
and I doubt not but that, with your Concurrence and Sup- 
port, I ſhall be able to defeat the miſchievous Deſigns of 
thoſe turbulent and ſeditious Perſons, who, under falſe 
Pretences, have but too ſucceſsfully deluded Numbers of 
My Subjects in America, and whole Practices, if ſuffered 
to prevail, cannot fail to produce the moſt fatal Conſe- 
quences ef My Colonies immediately, and, in the End, to 
all the Dominions of My Crown.” 


The Second Extract is from your Lordſhips dutiful Ad- 


dreſs to His Majeſty, on His ſaid moſt Gracious Speech. 


cc 
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40 


«© We feel the molt ſincere Concern, That any of our | 
Fellow Subjects in North America ſhould be miſled by | 
factious and deſigning Men, into Acts of Violence, and | 
of Reſiſtance to the Execution of the Law; attended 


with Circumſtances that manifeſt a Diſpoſition to throw | 


off their Dependence upon Great Britain. At the ſame 
Time, that We ihall be always ready to contribute to 
the Relief of any Real Grievance of Your Majeſty's 


American Subjeèts, We moſt unfeignedly give Your Ma- 
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jeſty the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, That We ſhall ever zealoul- 


ly concur in Support of ſuch juſt and neceſſary Meafurcs, 
as may beſt enable Your Majeſty to repreſs that daring 
Spirit of Diſobedience, and to enforce a due Submiſhon 
to the Laws; always confidcring, that it is one of Our moſt 
eflential Duties to maintain inviclate the ſupreme Autho- 
rity of the Legiſlature of Great Britain over every Part 
of the Domintons of Your Majeſty's Crown.” 


The Third Extract is from His Majeſty's moſt Gracious 


Anſwer to your Lordſhips Addreſs. 
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« Your zcalous Concurrence in every Meaſure, that can 
bring Relief to My People, 1s well known to Me; nor do 
I doubt of the Attention that you will always give to any 
real Grievances of My American Subjects. The ſtrong 
Aſſurances I receive from you, at the fame Time of your 
Determination to vindicate the juſt legiſlative Authority 
of Parliament, over all the Dominions of My Crown, de- 
ſerve My warmeſt Approbation.“ 


The Committee find, That, on the Fiftcenth of November, 


the Lord Harwich acquainted the Houſe, that he had 
received His Majeſtys Commands to lay before the 
Houſe Papers relating to the late Diſturbances in America; 


# 


and that the ſame would be laid before the Houle in a few 
Days. ' * 


That accordingly, on the Twenty- eighth of November, the 


Lord Hurwich laid before the Houſe, Copies of all Letters, 
Sc. relating to the late Proceedings of the e 
Maſſachiſet's Bay, together with a Liſt thereof, w 


of the 


ich was 


Tcad by the Clerk. 
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Nozemler 10. 


That on the Fifteenth of December, the Houſe came to Paenler ig. 
the following Reſolutions: 


Reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, That the Votes, Reſolutions, and Pro- 
ceedings, of the Houſe of Repreſentatives of Maſſachuſets 
Bay, in the Monthzof January and February laſt, reſpect- 
ing ſeveral late Acts of Parliament, ſo far as the ſaid 
Votes, Reſolutions, and Proceedings, do import a De- 
nial of, or to draw into Queſtion, the Power and Authority 
of His Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Conſent of 
the Lords e and Temporal, and Commons, in Par- 


liament aſſembled, to make Laws and Statutes of ſuffi- 
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cient Force and Validity, to bind the Colonies and People 
of America, Subjects to the Crown of Great Britain, in 
all Caſes whatſoever, are illegal, unconſtitutional, and 


derogatory of the Rights of the Crown and Parliament 
of Great Britain. 


II. Reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, That the Reſolution of the ſaid Houle. 
of Repreſcntatives of the Province of Maſjachuſer's Boy, 


in January laſt, to write Letters to the ſeveral Houſes of 


Repreſentatives of the Brizi/h Colonies on the Continent, 
deſiring them to join with the ſaid Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives of the Province of Maſſacbuſet's Bay, in Petitions, 
which do deny or draw into Queſtion the Right of Par- 
liament to impoſe Duties and Taxes upon His Majeity's 
Subjects in America; and, in purſuance of the ſaid Reſo- 
lution, the writing ſuch Letters, in which certain late 
Acts of Parliament, impoſing Duties and Taxes, are 
ſtated to be Infringements of the Rights of His Majeiiy's 
Subjects of the ſaid Province, are Proceedings of a mot 
unwarrantable and dangerous Nature, calculated to 
inflame the Minds of His Majeſty's Subjccts in the other 
Colonies, tending to create unlawiul Combinations 20 
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pugnant to the Laws of Great Britain, anv inhvoritye of | 


the Conſtitution. 


k G4 A 


ment aſſembled, That it appears, that ttc Town of 
Bofton, in the Province of Maſſacbisſet's Bay, has, tor ſome 
Time paſt, been in a State of great Diſorder and Contu- 
ſion; and that the Peace of the {aid Town has, at feveral 
Times, been diſturbed by Riots and Tumulis of a dan- 
gerous Nature, in which the Officers of His Majeity's Re- 
venue there have been obſtructed by Acts of Violence, in 
the Execution of the Laws, and thcir Lives endangered. 


III. Reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Partia- 


IV. Reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Par- 
lament aſſembled, That it appears, that neither the 
Council of the ſaid Province of Maſſachiſſet's Bay, nor the 
ordinary Civil Magiſtrates, did excrt their Authority for 
ſuppreſſing the ſaid Riots and Tumults. 


V. Reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parha- 
ment aſſembled, That, in theſe Circumſtances of the 
Province of the Maſſachilſet's Bay, and of the Town of 
Boſton, the Preſervation of the Publick Peace, and the 
due Execution of the Laws, became impracticable, with- 

3 out 
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out the Aid of a Military Force to ſupport and protect 
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the Civil Magiſtrates, and the Officers of His Majeſty's 


Revenue. 
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| Yi Reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parlia- 


ment aſſembled, That the Declarations, Reſolutions, and 
* Proceedings, in the Town Meeting at Beſton, on the 
* Fourtcenth of June, and Twelfth of September, were 
| illegal and unconſtitutional, and calculated to excite Se- 
; dition and Inſurrections in His Majeſty's Province of Ma/- 
"/achuſet's Bay. 


VII. Re/olved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Par- 
liament aſſembled, That the Appointment at the Town 
Meeting, on the Twelfth of September, of a Convention 
to be held in the Town of Beſton, on the Twenty-ſecond 
of that Month, to conſiſt of Deputies from the ſeveral 
Towns and Diſtricts in the Province of the Maſſachuſer's 
Bay, and the iſſuing a Precept, by the Selectmen of the 

Town of Boſton, to each of the ſaid Towns and Diſtricts, 

for the Election of ſuch Deputics, were Proceedings ſub- 


verſive of His Majeſty's Government, and evident] 


"manifeſting a Deſign, in the Inhabitants of the ſaid Town 


of Fofton, to ſet up a new and unconſtitutional Authori- 
ty, independent of the Crown of Great Britain. 


VIII. Reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parlia- 


ment aſſembled, That the Elections, by ſeveral Towns 
and Diſtricts in the Province of Maſſachuſet's Bay, of 
Deputies to fit in the ſame Convention, and the Meeting 
of ſuch Convention in Conſequence thereof, were daring 
| Inſults offered to His Majeſty's Authority, and audacious 
Uſurpations of the Powers of Government. 
It was then ordered, That an humble Addreſs be pre- 
ſented to His Majeſty, to return His Majeſty Thanks for the 


Communication which He has been graciouſly pleaſed to 


make to His Parliament, of ſeveral Papers relative to Pub- 
tick Tranſactions in His Majeſty's Province of Mafſachuſer's 


Io expreſs Our ſincere Satisfaction in the Meaſures which 
His Majeſty has purſued for ſupporting the Conſtitution, and 
8 a due Obedience to the Authority of the Legi- 
flature. 


To 


Junuemv 20, 1769. 


Fabruary g, 
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To give His Majeſty the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, That We | | 
will effectually ftand by and ſupport His Majeſty in ſuch Þ 
further Meaſures, as may be found neceſſary to maintain the 
Civil Magiſtrates, in a due Execution of the Laws, within 
His Majeſty's Province of Maſſachuſet's Bay. ; 


And as We conceive, That nothing can be more imme- 
diately neceſſary, either for the Maintenance of His Majeſty's 
Authority in the ſaid Province, or for the guarding His Mar- 
jeſty's Subjects therein from being further deluded by the 
Arts of wicked and deſigning Men, than to proceed, in the 
moſt ſpeedy and effectual Manner, for bringing to condign 
Puniſhment the chief Authors and Inſtigators of the late 
Diſorders, to beſeech His Majeſty, That he will be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to direct His Majeſty's Governor of Maſſa- 
chuſet's Bay, to take the moſt effectual Methods for procur- | 
ing the fulleſt Information that can be obtained touching all 
Treaſons, or Miſpriſion of Treaſon, committed within His 
Government ſince the Thirtieth of December laſt, and to tranſ- 
mit the ſame, together with the Names of the Perſons who 
were moſt active in the Commiſſion of ſuch Offences, to One 
of His Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, in order that 
His Majeſty may iſſue a Special Commiſſion for enquiring 
of, hearing, and determining the ſaid Offences, within this 
Realm, purſuant to the Proviſions of the Statute of the 
Thirty-fifth Year of the Reign of King Henry the Eighth, 
if His Majeſty ſhall, upon receiving the ſaid Information, tee 
ſufficient Ground for ſuch a Procceding. 


on 
_ 


And a Meſlage was ſent to the Houſe of Commons, to 
carry down the ſaid Reſolutions and Addreſs, and deſire 
their Concurrence thereto. 


On the Twentieth of January, 1769, the Lord Harwich, | 
(by His Majeſty's Command) laid before the Houfe more 
Copies of Letters relating to America, which were ordered 
to lie on the Table. | 


On the Ninth of February, the Reſolutions and Addreſs, 
ſent to the Commons on the Fifteenth of December laſt, 3 
tor their Concurrence, were returned, agreed to, with ſome | * 
Amendments, which were read and agreed to, and Notice 
thereof ſent to the Commons; and the ſaid Addreſs was 
ordered to be preſented to His Majeſty by both Houſes. 


On the Fourteenth of February, the Lord Chancellor 2 


e His Majeſty's Anſwer to the ſaid Addreſs, as fol- 
ows: 


My | 


| 


7 


ö 


| 
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My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


-v 


«© The ſincere Satisfaction you expreſs in the Meaſures 
* which 1 have already taken, and the ſtrong Aſſurances: 
you give of ſupporting Me in thoſe which may be ſtill ne- 
« ceflary to maintain the juſt Legiſlative Authority, and the 
due Execution of the Laws in My Province of Maſſachuſer's 
Hay, give Me great Pleaſure. 


I ſhall not fail to give thoſe Orders which you recom- 


mend, as the moſt effectual Method of bringing the 


Authors of the late unhappy Diſorders in that Province to 


« condign Puniſhment.” 


Which Addreſs and Anſwer were ordered to be printed. 


It doth not appear to the Committee,. that the Cenſure 


of the Proceecings in the Province of Maſſachuſets Bay, and 
of the Conduct of the Council and other Civil Magiſtrates, 
expreſſed by both Houſes of Parliament in their Reſolutions, 
and their Approbation of the Meaſure of ſending Troops 
thither, to ſupport and protect the Magiſtrates, and the Of- 
ficers of the Revenue, produced the good Effect that might 


_ reaſonably have been hoped for; a Diſpoſition to deny the Au- 


thority, and reſiſt the Laws, of the Supreme Legiſlature, con- 
tinued ſtill to prevail, not only in flagitious Publications in 
the daily News Papers, but alſo in a Variety of violent and 


unwarrantable Reſolutions and Proceedings of thoſe Mer- 


chants and others, who had ſubſcribed to the Agreements 
for Non-1mportatton of Goods from Great Britain. | 


Meetings of the Aſſociators were repreſented to have been 
held in as regular a Manner as any other Meeting authoriſed by 
the Conftitution. Committees were appointed to examine the 


Cargoes of all Veſſels arriving from Great Britain, and re- P 


gular Votes and Reſolutions of Cenſure were paſſed in thoſe 
Meetings, upon all ſuch as refuſed to concur in thoſe unlawful 
Aſſociations; their Names were publiſhed in the publick 
News Papers, as Enemies to their Country; and the Mandates 
and Decrees of thoſe Committees met with a Reſpect and 


Obedience denied to the conſtitutional Authority of Govern- 


meut . 


In ſome Caſes Goods imported from Great Britain were 
locked up in Warehouſes, under the Care of theſe Com- 


mittees, in order ta prevent their being fold; and, in one 


* 
. 


or two Inſtances, they were reſhipped to Great Britain. 


F On 


Vile Reſolves and 
Addrefles ot both 
Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, in Feb. 1759. 
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Proceedings in con- 
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File Sir Francis Ber- On the 31ſt of May 1769, the General Court met at the 


nard's Letters, iſt 


ee aud , Court-houſe at Boon, purſuant to His Majeſty's Writs, and 


1769. 


Ne CCOCREAV:; 
Lxtract of Gover- 
nor Rermard”s Let- 


eg, It appears, by a Vote of the Aſſembly, on the 8" of Ju, 
1::1:5.1-446,.1,7% that they have declared, that all Trials for Treaſon, Miſpri- 


ar dl 114” of 


is 


Julp. 


| Juby A | A 
1769, incloſing the ſion of Treaſon, or for any Felony, or Crime whatever, com- 


Reſolutions of the 


Houſe of Repref-n- mitted or done in that Colony, ought, of Right, to be had 


tatives of the Stb of 


the firſt Step the Aſſembly took, before they proceeded on | 
any other Buſineſs, was to ſend a Meſſage to the Governor, | 
ofirting, That the having Ships in the Harbour, and Troops 
in the Town of Be/or, was inconſiſtent with their Dignity ÞF 
and Freedom; and therefore, that they had a Right to expect, 
that he would give Orders for the Removal of the Forces by 
Sea and Land from that Port, and from the Gates of the 
City, during the Seſſion of the Aſſembly; and, at the ſame 
Time, the Houſe came to ſeveral Reſolutions to the ſame 
Effect, as the Declarations contained in their Meſſage to the 
Governor. 
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The Governor having, in Reply to their Meſſage, ac- 
quainted them, that he had no Authority over His Majeſty's | 
Ships in that Port, or, His Troops in that Town, nor could | 
give any Orders for the Removal of them, they then pro- 
ceeded to the Election of Counſellors, in which Election, 
not only the Lieutenant Governor, and other Officers of 4 

; 


Government, were excluded, but allo ſeveral other Gentle- 

men, who had been of the former Council, and who (the 

Governor repreſents) ſhewed a Diſpoſition to ſupport the 

King's Government, to acknowledge the Authority of Par- 

liament, and to preſerve the People from a democratical Deſ- 

potiſm, and were otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed by their Integrity 
and Abllity. | 


On the x3" of June the Aſſembly ſent an anſwer to the 
Governor's Meſſage of the 31ſt of May, in which he had told 
them he had no Authority over the King's Ships, or Troops. 


In this Anſwer they aſſert, that By the Principles of the 
« Conſtitution, the Governor of that Colony has the ab- 
* {olute Military Command; that the ſending a Military 
Force there, to enforce the Execution of the Laws, is incon- 
« ſiſtent with the Nature of Government, and the Spirit of 
Ja free Conſtitution; that the Unwillingneſs of a People in 
„general that a Law ſhould be executed, was a ſtrong 
** Preſumption of its being an unjuſt Law; that it could not 
be their Law, as the People muſt conſent to Laws before 
they can be obliged, in Conſcience, to obey them.” 


C 


* 


and conducted within the Courts of the Colony; and that 
N the 


3 ö 


the ſeizing any Perſon or Perſons, reſiding in that Colony 
ſuſpected of any Crime whatſoever committed therein, and 
{ending ſuch Perſon or Perſons to Places beyond the Sea to 
be tried, is highly derogatory of the Rights of Britiſi Sub- 
jects, as thereby the ineſtimable Privilege of being tried by 
a Jury from Vicinage, as well as the Liberty of ſummoning 
and producing Witneſſes on ſuch Trial, will be taken away 
from the Party accuſed, 13 


On the 6 of April 1770, a Bill was brought up from the Journals. 
Houſe of Commons to your Lordſhips, intituled, « An Act s 77. 
« to repeal ſo much of an Act, made in the Seventh Year 
« of His preſent Majeſty's Reign, intituled, “ An A for 
granting certain Duties in the Britiſb Colonies and Plan- 

E <« tations in America, for allowing a Drawback of the Du- 
4 « ties of Cuſtoms, upon the Exportation from this Kingdo 
1 of Coffee and Cocoa Nuts, of the Produce of the ſaid Co- 
5 „ lomies or Plantations; for diſcontinuing the Drawbacks 
4 % payable on China Earthen Ware, exported to America, 
\ 

; 


* and for more effectually preventing the clandeſtine run- 
ning of Goods in the ſaid Colonies and Plantations;” as re- 
„ lates to the Duties upon Glaſs, Red Lead, White Lead, 
« Painter's Colours, Paper, Paſteboards, Millboards, and 
« Scaleboards, of the Produce or Manufacture of Great 
« Britain, imported into any of His Majeſty's Colonies in 
f « America; and alſo to the diſcontinuing the Drawbacks 
1 % payable on China Earthen Ware exported to America, 
F and for regulating the Exportation thereof.“ 


Which Bill received the Royal Aſſent on the 12" of April. 


” - - yon YET 


On the Thirtieth of April it was ordered, That an hum- 30. 
ble Addreſs ſhould be preſented to His Majeſty, that He 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to give Directions, that there 
be laid before this Houſe Copies of all Narratives of any | 
Diſputes or Diſturbances which have happened between His 


of Majeſty's Troops, ſtationed in North America, and the In- 
in habitants of any of His Majeſty's Colonies there, ſince the 
1g ; Twenty-fourth Day of June laſt, received by the Commul- 
ot fioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury, any of His Majeſty's Secre- 


re taries of State, or any other publick Offices, together with 
| Copies of all Orders and Inſtructions ſent to the Governors, 
Lieutenant Governors, Deputy Governors, Preſidents of the 


ly, Council of any of His Majeſty's Colonies in North America, 
$4 or to the Commander in Chiet of His Majeſty's Forces, or an 
_ Officer, Civil or Military, within the fame, relatiye to ſuc 
ad Diſputes or Diſturbances. FCC 
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And that, on the Fourth of May, the Lord Harwich, by 
His Majeſty's Command; laid before the Houſe ſeveral Pa- 
pers relating to the late Diſturbances in America, purſuant 
to an Addreſs to His Majeſty for that Purpoſe, on the Thir- 
tieth of April laſt, together with a Liſt thereof, which were 


ordered to lycon the Table. 


The Committee find, That, on the Seventh of May, the 
Lord Harwich laid before the Houſe, by His Majeſty's Com- 
mand, a Narrative of the late Tranſactions at Bſon, and 
the Caſe of Captain Thomas Boſton, of the Twenty-ninth Re- 
giment of Foot, which had been tranſmitted to his Lordthip 
from the War-ofhce; and the ſame were ordered to lycon 


the Table. 


On the Fourteenth of May, it was ordered, That an humble 
Addreſs ſhould be preſented to His Majeſty, that He would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to give Directions that there be laid be- 
fore this Houſe Copies of the Earl of Hillſbsrovgh's Letter 
of the Thirteenth of May 1759, to the Governors of the ſe— 
veral Colonies of North America, together with the Speeches 
of the Governors referring to the laid Letter, and the An- 
ſwers of the Aſſemblies to the ſame, ſo far as they have been 


received. 


And, on the Fiftcenth, the Lord Harwich laid before the 
Houſe, by His Majeſty's Command, Copics of the Earl of 
Hillſborough's Letter of the Thirteenth of May 1769, to the 
Governors of the ſeveral Colonies of North America, toge- 
ther with the Speeches of the Governors referring to the ſaid 
Letter; and the Anſwers of the Aſſemblies to the fame, fo 
far as they have been received, together with a Liſt thereof, 
which were ordered to lye on the Table; and the ſame, 
with the other American Papers preſented in this Seſſion, 
were alſo ordered to be taken into Confideration on Frida 


next, and the Lords ſummoned. = 


The Committee find, by Lieutenant Governor Hutchinſon's 
Letter, of.-the Twenty-ſeventh of March 1770, that when 
the Troops were in the Town, the Commiſſioners of the Cu- 
ſtoms were ſenſible they could have no Dependence upon 
them; for if any Riot had happened, no Civil Magiſtrate, 
that he knew, would have employed them in ſuppreſſing 
it, thoſe who from a principle would have been diſpoſed to 
it, refuſing, and giving this Reaſon, that they muſt imme- 
diately after have left the Country ; and that juſt the ſame 
Principles prevailed with reſpect to the Troops which were 


{aid to be unconſtitutional, although eſtabliſhed by an Act of 
8 Parliament, 


1 


Parliament, it being alledged that it was an Act which did- 
not bind Coloniſts. | 33 


Lieutenant Governor Hutchinſon, in his Letter to the Earl 17 ccerrvn 
of Hillſborough, April the Twenty- ſeventh, 1770, complains, % Lieut. Gover- 
That he has never been able to obtain the Advice or Con- Let Aan 
ſent of the Council, to any Propoſal made for diſcqunte- h 77 

nancing the Uſurpation of the Powers of Government by the 770. ; 
3 Town of Boffon: That he had uſed the negative Powers gi- 
ven him by Charter, in excluding Mr. Hancock from being 
7 Speaker pro tempore, and Mr. Cuſhing from the Office of 
Commiſſary General, to which Offices they had been elect- 
| ed; but adds, © That this was doing but little, as he 
could not remove any of thoſe who were actually in Office, 
ſome of whom were .more inflammatory than any out of 
Office.“ He further ſays, * That they were then attempt- 


G 
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7 ing to compel all the Importers of what thęy call contraband 
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Goods, to ſend. them back, and that he was not ſure they 
would not ſucceed: That all Goods which they have not 
6 enumerated, are called cantraband. That Tea from Holland 
„may lawfully be fold: That it is a high Crime to fell any 
n from England: That Mr. Hancock offered to ſend one or more 
| of his Ships back, and to loſe the Freight: That ſeveral of 
the Importers pleaded, that they ſhould be utterly ruined ; 


* but that the Beſon Zealots had no Bowels; and gave for 
of Anſwer, that if a Ship was to bring in the Plague, nobody 
16 would doubt what was neceſſary to be done with her; but 
6 the preſent Caſe is much worſe than that. In the ſame Let- 
id ter, the Lieutenant Governor obſerves, that the 1 705 Prin- 
ſo ciples obtain more and more in the remote Parts of the Pro- 
of, vince, and the Repreſentatives of Seven-eighths of the 
TA Town appear, in the preſent Seſſion, to be Favourers of the 
"In, Non-importation Meaſures : That their internal Diſtreſſes 
lay may, in a Courſe of Years, force them to deſiſt ; but that 


the Diſtreſs at preſent, and it may be for ſome Time ta 
come, lies principally upon the Friends to Government, 


1 8 who run the Riſk of importing Goods, and then are com- 

\en I pelled by the Ruling Power to keep them unſold, or to ſhip 
Ju- them back: That he made an Attempt that Day to prevail 
don upon a Merchant of the firſt Eſtate and Character, to induce 


him to promote an Aſſociation, but to no Purpoſe; and that 
he gave him for Anſwer, That until Parliament made Pro- 
viſion for the Puniſhment of the Confederacies, all would be 
ineffectual, and the Aſſociates would be HA to popular. 
Rage.” He obſerved further, That the laſt Year, when 
the King's Speech, and the Addreſſes of the Lords, and of 
the Houſe of Commons, firſt came to them, the Heads of 


the Oppoſition were ſtruck with Terror, and the ſeditious 
G | News- 


( 26 


News- paper Writers laid aſide their Pens for Five or Six 
Weeks; but as ſoon as the Apprehenſion of vigorous Mea- 
ſures ceaſed, their Fears were over, and they became more 
aſſuming and tyrannical than before; and although the Ter- 
ror was not ſo great the preſent Year, yet it was viſible; but 
now that they expect nothing will be done, they are reco- 
vering their Spirits, knowing there 1s no Power within the 
Government to reſtrain them. 


Ne COOXNVII, The Reſiſtence to the Cuſtom-houſe Officers ſtill conti- 


Letter nom Lieut. 


Governor Hutchin- nued to manifeſt itſelf upon every Occaſion; in conſequence 

$3 +, of which, on the Eighteenth of May 1770, a Tideſman of | 

8 the Cuſtoms, who had ſeized a ſmall Coaſting Veſſel, be- 
longing to Connecticut, and a few Caſks of Sugar, for Breach | 
of the Acts of Trade, in the Evening, was ſeized, ſtripped, 
and carted about the Town, for Three or Four Hours, be- 
ſmeared with Tar, and then covered with Feathers, and fol- 


lowed by a great Number of diſorderly People. | 


The Committee do not find, in your Lordſhips Journals | 
of the Years 1771, and 1772, any material Proceedings re- 
lative to the Matters to them referred. 


N. CCCXXVIM. Though, in the Year 1771, Things remained tolerably 


Lieut. Governor 


Hutchinſon to the duiet in the Province of Maſſachuſer's Bay, yet the Diſpoſition 

540 6, f. % to diſavow the Authority? of Parliament occaſionally broke 
out in the Houſe of Aſſembly and Town Meetings; accord- 
ingly, in an Anſwer from the Houle of Repreſentatives, to a 
Meſſage from the Governor, on the Fifth of July 1771, they 
ſay, that“ They know of no Commiſſioners of His Ma- 
„ jeſty's Cuſtoms, nor of any Revenue His Majeſty has a 
© Right to eſtabliſh in Vorth America; that they know and 
& feel a Tribute levied and extorted from thoſe who, if 
they have Property, have a Right to the abſolute Diſ- 
«© poſal of it.“ 


N CCC Xxx. At the ſame Time the Diſpoſition to import Goods, in De- 


Lieut. Governor 


Hutchinſon tothe fiance of the Laws of Revenue and Trade, and to ſupport 

Nees 541% ſuch iniquitous Practices by Inſults and open Violences upon 
the Officers, whoſe Duty it is to carry the ſaid Laws into Exe- 
cution, broke out upon many Occaſions ; and, as uſual, the 
Magiſtrates declined giving their Aſſiſtance and Support, 
though applied to for that Purpoſe, which appears in the 
Caſe of Arthur Savage, Comptroller of His Majeſty's Cu- 
ſtoms at Falmouth, who was forcibly taken out of his Houſe 
in the Night, by ſeveral Perſons diſguiſed, and armed with 
Piſtols, and other dangerous Weapons, who put him in the | 
utmoſt Danger of his Life, and not only obliged him to di- | 
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vulge | 
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Fact. 


( 27 ) 
vulge the Name of the Perſon who had lodged an Informa- 
tion, but alſo to {wear to the Truth of his Information ; de- 
claring, at the ſame Time, that if he diſcovered who they 
were, they would take his Life; and that, upon his Appli- 
cation to the Juſtices, who were then ſitting, they declined 
the Examination of the Evidence he brought to prove the 


Things remained much in the ſame State in the Year Ne. cccxxx. 
overnor Hutchin- 


1772; the continued ill Temper of the People at Boſton, fnto the Farl of 


was manifeſted by their Inſtructions to their Repreſenta- {oh Ho 


tiv . Boſlon Gazette of 
ow May 28th. 


Upon the News of His Majeſty's granting Salaries to the . 


Juſtices of the Superior Court, the moſt inflammatory Pieces 1 
were publiſhed in the News- papers, and the Selectmen of 2 1:72. . 
Boſton ordered a Meeting to conſider of Meaſures upon that 

Occaſion, which Meeting voted an Addreſs to the Governor, Ns. ccexxx1, 
in which they ſay, “ That the Freeholders and other In- % 05-3. 
© habitants of the Town of Pon, legally aſſembled in 

* Faneuil Hall, beg Leave to acquaint his Excellency, 

© that a Report has prevailed, which they have Reaſon to 

© apprehend is well grounded; that Stipends are afhxed to 

* the Offices of the Judges of the Superior Court of Judi- 

« cature, ezc. of this Province, whereby they are become 

* independent of the Grants of the General Aſſembly for 

* their Support; contrary to the ancient and invariable 


« Ulage. 


© That this Report has ſpread an Alarm among all con- 
« {iderate Perſons who have heard of it, in Town and 
« Country, being viewed as tending rapidly to compleat 
© the Syſtem of their Slavery, which originated in the 
© Houle of Commons of Great Britain, aſſuming a Power 
« and Authority to give and grant the Montes of the Co- 
„ lonifts without their Conſent, and againſt their repeated 
„ Remonſtrances. And as the Judges hold their Places 
% during Pleaſure, this Eſtabliſhment appears big with fatal 
© Evils, ſo obvious that it is needleſs to treſpals on your 
% Excellency's Time, in mentioning them.“ 


Fe 


The Town Meeting afterwards appointed a Committee of N. CCCXXX1II. 


. . Governor Hutchin- 
Correſpondence, to write circular Letters to all the Towns jz tothe Earl of 


in the Province, to induce them to unite in Meaſures upon % t de“. 


6 . printed A t of 
that Occaſion, which Committee met the Second of Mo- printed Account of 


U 7 1 ſeveral Relo- ceedings of the 
ember, 1772, and made a Report, containing 3 


lutions, contradictory to the Supremacy of the Britiſh Le- Mu. a, 1773. 


giſlature: and, after ſetting forth, that all Men have a 
Ri ght 
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No, CCCXXXIV. 
Printed Votes and 
Proceedings of the 

Freeholders and In- 
habitants of Boſton, 
in a Town Meet- 

ing, Nov. 20, 1772. 


a Hluv 


Journals, 


May 6, 1773. 


( 28 ) 


Right to remain in a State of Nature as long as they pleaſe, 
they proceed” to draw a Report upon the Natural Rights 
of the Coloniſts as Men, Chriſtians and Subjects, and H 
a Liſt of Infringements and Violations of their Rights; 
One of the Firſt of which contains an Aſſertion, that the 
Britiſh Parliament have aſſumed the Powers of Legiflation 
for the Colonies, in all Caſes whatſoever, without obtain- 


ing the Conſent of the Inhabitants, which is ever eſſentially 


neceſſary to the rightful Eſtabliſhment of ſuch a Legifla- 
ture. i 


They alſo confider it as an Infringement of their 
Rights, that a Number of new Officers, unknown to the 
Charter, have been appointed to ſuperintend the Revenues, 
whereas the Great and General Court, or Aſſembly of that 
Province, had the ſole Right of appointing all Civil Officers, 
excepting only ſuch Officers, the Election and Conſtitution 
of whom is, in the ſaid Charter, expreſsly excepted; 
among whom theſe Officers are not included. | 


They likewiſe complain of it as a Grievance, that His 
Majeſty has been pleaſed to apply 1500 J. Sterling annually, 
out of the American Revenue, for the Support of the Go- 
vernment of this Province, independent of the Aſſembly, 
and that the Judges of the Superior Court, as alſo the King's 
Attorney and Solicitor General, are to receive their Sup- 
port from what they call ther Grievous Tribute, which 
they ſay will, if accompliſhed, compleat their Slavery. 


Six Hundred Copies of this Report were circulated in the 
Towns of the Province, with a pathetick Letter addreſſed 
to the Inhabitants, who are called. upon not to doze any 
longer, or fit ſupinely in Indifference, whilſt the Iron 
Hand of Oppreſſion is daily tearing the choiceſt Fruits from 
the fair Tree of Liberty. 


On the Sixth of May, a Meſſage was brought from the 
Houſe of Commons to Your Lordſhips, with a Bill, inti- 
tuled, An Act to allow a Drawback of the Duties of 
“ Cuſtoms, on the Exportation of Tea to any of His Ma- 
« jeſtys Colonies or Plantations in America; to increaſe 
„ the Depoſit on Bohea Tea, to be fold at the Eaft India 
* Company's Sales, and to impower the Commiſſioners of 
« the Treaſury, to grant Licences to the Eaſt India Com- 
« pany to export Tea, Duty-free, which Bill received the 
Royal Aſſent on the Tenth of May. 


5 


It 


8 


It appears to the Committee, in the Anſwer, to the Gover- N., CCCXxXVH, 


Anſwer of Council 


nor's Speech, at the Opening of the Seſſion, that they de- cdeger 
elare they are of Opinion, that the Parliament cannot con- 775. Nad 


1773. Journal of 


ſtitutionally levy Taxes, in any Form, on His Majeſty's Sub- the Houle of Repre 


4 a ſentatives. 
jects in that Province. 


And the Houſe of Repreſentatives, upon the ſame Occa- N*. CCCXXXvVI. 
. . Houſe of Repreſen- 
ſion, declare, That if there had been, in any late Inſtances, a taives Anſwer to 
Submiſſion to Acts of Parliament, it has been, in their Opinion, d. 16192 
rather from Inconſideration, or a Reluctance at the Idea of 
contending with the Parent Stare, than from a Conviction 
or Acknowledgement of the ſupreme Legiſlative Authority 


of Parliament. 


xtract of a Letter 


, | : from Governor 
their utmoſt Endeavours to work up the Minds of the Peo- Hutchiaſon to the 


ple, not only of their own, but allo of the Southern Go- El of Darmout, 
vernments, to prevent the Importation of Teas from the Four Feder, 
Ea India Company; and accordingly, on the Third of No- ANI 

| wember, 1773, a Mob, of about Five hundred Perſons, com- Schill 

mitted ſeveral outrageous Acts of Violence, againſt the Per- 

ſeons to whom it was expected the Tea in Queſtion would be 

conſigned, inſiſting that they ſhould engage and promiſe not 

to receive or ſell it; that, if they did, they would be voted 

Enemies to their Country, and muit expect to be treated as 

ſuch hereafter. They then forced open the Doors of the 

Warehouſes of Mr. Clark, and tore them off the Hinges, 

and entered with great Violence, attempting to force their 

Way up to the Compting-houle, but were driven back by 

the Perſons who were in it. 


The Committee of Correſpondence appear to have uſed . 


Ne. CCCII, 
Copy of a Vote of 


| A Committee then of the Freeholders, and other Inha- fin, vw ont 
bitants, attended Meſſieurs Thomas and Eliſha Hurchinſon, 775 


ſuppoſed to be Two of the Conſignees, and requeſted them c ed. 


. . . red printed at Boſton, 
to reſign their Apointment ; and, upon their refuſing, voted printed at fon, 


| their Anſwer unſatisfactory. Governor Hutchinſon did every incloſed in Gov. 
. . . . . | _ Hutchinſon's Letter 
A Thing in his Power, without the Council, for the Preſerva- of Ps.. 07 


tion of the Peace and good Order of the Town, and thought, Tre N 
K that if he had had the Aid the Council might have given, gem Gov. Hutchine 


/on to the Earl of 


his Endeavours would have been more effectual. N Boſe, 


On the Seventeenth of Vovember, 1773, a large Number N ceevi. 
of People beſet the Houfe of Mr. Hutchinſon, but not find- Copy Sl Lauer 


. . 7, s from Governor 
ing him at Home, proceeded: to Mr. Clarke's, another of the Huhin/mto the 
» EE © Vs "1G! # 1 -. Earl of Dartmeuth, 
Conſignees, where: they committed great Diſorders, broke dated Boſton, Dec. 
the Glaſſes and Frames of the Windows, and did conſider &, e the Penton 
able Damage. After this Riot, the Governor immediately 9 Rird Clarke 


and Sons, Ben. Fa- 


ſummoned a Council, and laid before them the Neceſſity of ni, Thomas and 
7 : . . Eliſba Hutchinſon, 
lome Meaſures being taken, but the Council declined ad- and of the Proceed- 


a ings of the Council 
viſing t hereupon. 


o/ He A. 


| 
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(40; 5 
viſing or directing any Meaſures for landing the Tea, ſug- 
geſting that they then would, of Courſe, adviſe to a Mea- 
{ure for procuring . the Payment of the Duty, and therefore 
be adviſing to a Meaſure inconſiſtent with the declared Sen- 
timent of both Houſes, in the laſt Winter Seſſion of the 
General Court, which they apprehend to be altogether in- 
expedient and improper. 


Ne, CCCVIII, After the Arrival of a Ship loaded with Tea, a Meeting of 
Copy ot a Paper 


printed at Ba, the People of Beſſon, and the neighbouring Towns, was held 
In Gor, Ht b on the ge henry of November, and continued, by Ad- 
Letter of Pee. , journment, till next Day, when a Motion was made and 
1773. 5 n 

agreed to, Me. Con. that the Tea ſhould not only be ſent 


back, but that no Duty ſhould be paid thereon. 


It was alſo voted, Men. Con. that Mr. Rotch, Owner of 
the Veſſel, and Captain Hall, the Maſter of the Ship, at 
their Peril, ſhould not ſuffer any of the Tea to be landed. 
It was alſo voted, That Governor Hutebinſon's Conduct, in 
requeſting the Juſtices of the Peace to meet to ſuppreſs all | 
Riots and unlawful Aſſemblies, carried a deſigned Reflection 
upon the People there met, and was ſolcly calculated to ferve ! 
the Views of Adminiſtration. They afterwards voted, that 
the Tea brought by Captain Hall ſhould be returned by 
Mr. Rorch to England, in the ſame Bottom in which it came. 
It was alſo voted, Nem. Con. That Six Perſons ſhould be ap- 
pointed to give due Notice to the Towns in the Country, | 
when they thould be required ſo to do upon any important 
Occaſion. | g 


— 


They alſo reſolved, That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhould, | | 
hereafter, 'import any Tea from Great Britain, or if any| 
Maſter or Maſters ft any Veſſel or Veſſels in Great Britain | 

| ſhould take the ſame on Board, to be imported to that Place, 
until the ſaid unrighteous Act ſhould be repealed, he or they | | 
ſhould be deemed, by that Body, an Enemy to his Country; 4 
and that they would prevent the Landing and Sale of the 
ſame, and the Payment of any Duty thereon; and that 
they would effect the Return thereof to the Place from 


whence it came. 


9 
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They alſo reſolved, That theſe their Votes be printed and 
ſent to England, and all the Sea Ports in the Province. Be- 
fore they . they voted, that their Brethren in the 
Country ſhould be deſired to give their Aſſiſtance, upon the 
firſt Notice that ſhould be given. 


fr | 4 
Aſter 
6. 

- : 1 


regularly cleared: He returned to Town that Evening, and 


5 


After the Diſſolution of this Aſſembly of the People, N. gc 


| . . . f a Let 
what is called the Committee of Correſpondence called in fon Governor 


Committees of other Towns, or other Perſons, to join with fate Berens, 


them; kept up a Military Watch and Guard every Night, to 5%, erg, 173. 


ponent the Landing any Teas; and appeared to be the 
xecutioners of the Relolves, and Orders, paſſed at the 


aforeſaid Aſſembly. 


The Conſignees having retired to the Caſtle, the Owner 
of the firſt Ship that arrived was the principal Perſon ap- 
plied to; and he was ſent for repeatedly by theſe Commit- 
tees, and was frequently required to ſend back the Ship 
with the Teas. He pleaded, that he could not obtain a Clear- 
ance at the Cuſtom Houſe, nor a Paſs for the Caſtle; and 
that if he ſhould be able to get his Ship out of the Harbour, 
both Ship and Cargo would be forfeited in every part of the 
King's Dominions. This was not thought Satisfactory, and, 
the next Morning, another Aſſembly of the People met, and 
choſe a Moderator. At this Meeting it was determined that 
Mr. Rotch, the Owner of the Ship, ſhould demand, at the 
Cuſtom Houle, a Clearance of the Teas for Eng/and, which 


was done the 1.", when the Collector and Comptroller re- 
fuſed to grant it. 


He then was obliged to demand a Permit from the Naval eee 
Office to pals the Caſtle; afterwards he was ſent to the Go- from Governor 


8. a 0 Hut hinſou to the 
vernor to apply to him for the Permit, who ſoon ſatisfied Far of Darimaub, 
him that no Permit could be granted, until the Veſſel was ½ * #7 
reported this Anſwer to the Meeting. Immediately where- 

upon, Numbers of the People cried out, a Mob! a Mob! 

left the Houſe, repaired to the Wharfs, where Three of the 

Veſſels lay a-ground, having on Board 340 Cheſts of Tea, 

and in Two Hours time it was totally deſtroyed ; a ſufficient 

Number of People for doing the Work were diſguiſed, and 

theſe were ſurrounded by Numbers, as well of the Inha- 

bitants of Boon as of other Towns. 


The Committee obſerve, that many Perſons of Conſider- N*. N 
R d 2 6 14 a Narrative 
ation in the Town of Boſton took the Lead in the Proceed- in Govemor Hut- 


; hin/on's Letter of 
ings of this Meeting, tor whoſe Names they beg leave to (x gh poop N 
refer your Lordſhips to the Papers themſelves. 


On the Fourth of March 1774; the Earl of Dartmouth ac- , e 
quainted the Hoaſe, that His Majeſty had given Directions, Bo 
That the ſeveral Papers received from America relating to 
the Diſturbances there, with regard to the e of 
| Tea, 


* Murch, 774. 


4 1 


Tea, ſhould be laid before the Houſe, and that the ſame 
would be delivered on Monday next. 


The Earl of Dartmouth acquainted the Houſe, That he 
had a Meſſage from His Majeſty, under His Royal Sign 
Manual, which His Majeſty had commanded him to deliver 
to this Houſe; and the ſame was read by the Lord Chan- 


cellor, and is as follows, vix. 


GEORGE R. 


His Majeſty, upon Information of the unwarrantable 
% Practices which have been lately concerted and carried 
% on in Worth America, and particularly of the violent and 
* outrageous Proceedings at the Town and Port of Bo/ton, 
„ in the Province of Maſſacbuſet's Bay, with a View to ob- 
e ſtructing the Commerce of this Kingdom, and upon 
„ Grounds and Pretences immediately ſubverſive of the 
«© Conſtitution thereof, hath thought fit to lay the whole 
« Matter before His Two Houſes of Parliament, fully con- 
* fiding as well in their Zeal for the Maintenance of Hig 
* Majeſty's Authority, as in their Attachment to the Com- 
* mon Intereſt and Welfare of all His Dominions, that they 
* will not only enable His Majeſty effectually to take ſuch 
« Meaſures as may be molt likely to put an immediate Stop 
to the preſent Diſorders, but will alſo take into their moſt 
«« ſerious Conſideration what farther Regulations and per- 
*© manent Proviſions may be neceſſary to be eſtabliſhed, for 
*« better ſecuring the Execution of the Laws, and the juſt 
* Dependence of the Colonies upon the Crown and Parlia- 


«© ment of Great Britain. 
| E. R. 


The Earl of Dartmouth alſo (by His Majeſty's Command) 
laid before the Houſe Copies of all Letters, &c. received 
from MWorib America, relating to the Diſturbances there, 
with regard to the Importation of Tea, together with a 


Liſt thereof. 


It was Ordered, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to 
His Majeſty, to return His Majeſty the Thanks of this Houſe, 
tor His Majeſty's Gracious Meſſage, and for the Communi- 


cation His Majeſty hath been graciouſly pleaſed to make to 


this Houſe, of ſeveral Papers relative to the preſent State of 
tome of His Majeſty's Colonies in North America. 

To aſſure His Majeſty that this Houſe, truly ſenſible that 
the Peace and good Government of the Colonies, and the 
preventing any Obſtructions there to the Commerce of this 

| 9 | Kingdom, 


1 

Kingdom, are Objects of their moſt ſerious Attention, will 
enter upon the Conſideration of theſe Papers with an earneſt 
Deſire to make ſuch Proviſions as, upon mature Deliberation, 
ſhall appear neceſſary and expedient for ſecuring the juſt 
Dependence of the ſaid Colonies upon the Crown and Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, and for enforcing a due Obedience 
to the Laws of this Kingdom throughout all His Majeſty's 
Dominions: And the ſaid Papers, and His Majeſty's moſt 
Gracious Speech, were likewiſe ordered to be taken into 
Conſideration on Thwur/day Sevennight ; and the Lords fum- 
moned. 


On the Eleventh of March, the Earl of Dartmouth (by His Murcb 11. 
Majeſty's Command) laid before the Houſe more Papers from 
America, relating to the Diſturbances there, with regard' to 
the Importation of Tea, together with a Liſt thereof; and 
the ſame was read, and ordered to he on the Table, and to | 


be taken into Conſideration on Thurſday next. 


On the Twenty- ſixth of March, a Meſſage was brought arch 26, 
from the Houſe of Commons with a Bill, intituled © An A& | 
to diſcontinue, in ſuch Manner, and for ſuch Time, as are 
therein mentioned, the Landing and Diſcharging, Lading, 1 
or Shipping, of Goods, Wares, and Merchandiſe, at the Town, | 
and within the Harbour of Boſton, in the Province of Maſſa- 
chuſet's Bay, in North America. 


On the 28th of March, a Petition of Mr. Sayer and others, Ab 28. 
Natives of America, was preſented and read, praying, That 
the ſaid Bill may not pals into a Law, which was ordered to 
lie on the Table. Then the Houſe took into Conſideration 
the ſeveral Papers, and His Majeſty's moſt Gracious Meſlage ; 
and the ſaid Bill was read a ſecond Time, and committed. 


On the 3oth of March, a Petition of William Bolland, Eſq; March ze. 
Agent for the Council of the Province of Maſſachuſet's Bay, 
was preſented to the Houſe, and read; and he was called in, 
and heard at the Bar; and being withdrawn, the ſaid Bull 
was read a third Time, and paſſed Vem. Dif. and received 
the Royal Aſſent on the following Day. 


It appears to the Committee, That, on the 25th of January, Ne. cocoxvi. 
a great Number of Rioters in the Town of Boſton, com- From 0e k 
mitted a moſt inhuman Act of Violence upon the Perſon of 292 
Jobn Mallolm, a, % Officer for the Port of Fal- ſuevrcntore 
mouth in Cajcobay, who had lately ſeized a Veſſel in that Port 
for want of a Regiſter; no Complaint of Irregularity was made 


againſt 


— 


E 


againſt him; but it was thought proper, by the above 
Rioters, to puniſh him by tarring and feathering him, (but 
without ſtripping him) and carrying him about in Deriſion. | 
This Unfortunate Man having afterwards been trequently 
hooted at in the Streets, was provoked, on the Twenty-nfth, 


by a Tradeſman, who, he alledged, had ſeveral Times befere | 


* 7 athe 420 


affronted him, to ſtrike him with his Cane, in conlequenee of 
which a Warrant was iſſued againſt him; but the Conſtable 
not being able to find him, a Mob my about his Houle | 
in the Evening, and having broke his Windows, he puthed 
thro' the broken Window with his Sword, and gave a {iight | 
Scratch to one of the Aſſailants; foon after which the Mob 
entered his Houſe, lowered him by a Rope from an upper 
Chamber into a Cart, tore his Cloaths off, tarred his Head | 
and Body, feathered him, and dragged him through the 
main Street into King Street, from thence to Liberty Tree, | 


Aa Co and from thence, hy the Neck, as far as the Gallows, where 


A +1, * A Neu 
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No, CCCXXXIX, 
Governor Hutchin- 
ſon, to the Earl of 
Dartmouth, Baſion, 
Feb. 14, 1774, and 
Incloſures. 


. 


No. CCCXLII. 
Copy of a Remonſ- 
trance of the Houſe 
of Repreſentatives 
of b KI. Bay, 
againſt the Chief 
Juftice, 


they whipped him, beat him with Sticks, and threatened to 
hang him. Having kept him under the Gallows above Ralf 
an Hour, they carried him back in the fame Manner to the 
Extremity of the North End of the Town, and returned him to 
his own Houſe, ſo benumbed by the Cold, having been naked 
near four Hours, and ſo bruiſed, that his Life was deſpaired of. 
It appears that none but the loweſt Claſs of the People were 
ſuſpected of having been concerned in it, and that Mr. Mal- 
colm having for ſome Time before been threatened by the 
Populace with Revenge for his free and open Declarations 
againſt the late Proceedings, had occationally, indiſercetly, 


given them Provocation. 


The Houſe of Repreſentatives of Maſſachu/er's Bay, on the 
Firſt of February, required the Chiet Juſtice Oliven, and the 
Four Judges of the ſuperior Court, to declare, whether they 
would receive the Grants of Aſſembly for their Salarics, or 
accept their Support from the Crown, and were anſwered 
by the Four Judges (they being teartul of making themſelves 
Objects of popular Reſentment, one of their Number having 
been preyiouſly brought over to cher Conlent), that they 
would receive their Salaries from the Province; but by the 
Chief Juſtice, that he would continue to accept his Support 
from the Crown: On the 11th of February, they remonſtrated 
to the Governor, that the ſaid Chief Juſtice Peter Oliver, 
having received his Salary and Reward out of the Revenue 
unjuſtly and unconſtitutionally, levied and extorted from the 
American Colonies, and being determined to continue to re- 
ceive it contrary to the known Senle of the Body of People of 
the Province, had thereby proved himſelf an Enemy to its 
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Conſtitution, placed himſelf under an undue Byas, and ren- 

dered himſelf diſqualified to hold his Office any longer. And 

not having procured his Removal from the Governor in con- 

ſequence of their Remonſtrance, they paſſed a Vote to ad- 

Journ the ſuperior Court, which, by Law, is to be held on the 

Fifteenth of February, to the 22d of that Month, to which , xu. 
the Governor refuſed his Aſſent, and complains that he now the Coun d © 
conſiders himſelf as acting altogether on the Defenſive, ene ek 
avoiding his Conſent where he cannot juſtify it, deſtitute of N 
any Aid from any Part of the Legiſlature, or Executive 

Powers of Government, in maintaining Order when the 

Breach of it is cauſed, or pretended to be cauſed, by ſuch 

Acts of Parliament, or ſuch Exerciſe of his Majeſty's Au- 


thority, as the People are taught by their Leaders to call 
Grievances. 
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